
Read the New Testament in a Year Notes and Questions: Revelation. 

The book of Revelation is one that many of us may not previously have read from beginning to end 

and perhaps one of the most challenging to read chapter by chapter; but don’t let that put you off! 

Getting to know Revelation even just a little better is very rewarding. As Christina Le Moignan 

suggests Revelation is very much a book for practical Christians. It’s helpful to see Revelation as 

being carefully structured by the author and  being made up mainly of visions, with an introduction 

in Chapter 1 and a conclusion in Chapter 22. 

Friday 30th Revelation 1  

1-3 The first 8 verses of Chapter 1 introduce the book.  The author himself describes the book both 

as “the revelation of Jesus Christ” and as prophecy. The idea of a witness is also very important and 

recurs a number of times in Revelation, with John describing both Jesus himself and the disciples (ie 

all Christians) also being witnesses. 

4-5 A greeting from John, to those for whom the book is intended, such as is found in Paul’s letters.  

7-20 John recounts his vision of Christ in Glory, and the circumstances in which he experienced it. In 

this first vision John sees ‘one like a son of man’  (v13) who describes himself as “the first and the 

last and the living one” who commands John to write to seven churches in Asia. 

Do we think of ourselves as following in Christ’s footsteps as witnesses?  What does it mean to us to 

be faithful witnesses?    

 

Monday 2nd Revelation 2      

Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation consist of the letters to the seven churches in Asia, which are 

probably the best known aspects of the book. 

1-7 The first letter is to the church at Ephesus. The Ephesian Christians are praised for their 

endurance, and for their refusal to listen to false prophets. Set against this is the fact that they have 

lost the love they had; perhaps they had forgotten that most important truth: “God is Love” This 

letter, like the other 6, concludes with the words “ You have ears, so hear what the Spirit says to the 

Churches!” Do we do enough listening to what God may be saying to our particular church?  

8-11 Smyrna. This is one of two churches that receive no criticism. This materially poor and hard-

pressed church is reminded that the need for endurance will eventually be over and abundant life 

will be theirs. 

12-17 Pergamum is praised for holding fast to their faith in Christ, despite the death of Antipas, but 

also called to repent for tolerating heretical teaching.   

18 -27 Thyatira is the longest of the letters; the length being accounted for by the detail of criticism 

in verses 20- 23. The church at Thyratira, however, is encouraged to persevere in the love, 

faithfulness, service and endurance, for which it is praised in verse 19. 

Tuesday 3rd Revelation 3 

1-6 Sardis. Sardis is criticised for never finishing what they start and for being asleep. It is 

encouraged to wake up and live the faith they claim to have. 

7-13 Philadelphia. Philadelphia receives no criticism, and is promised that the door to eternal life 

which is open to them cannot be shut by anyone. Its strength is said to be small, perhaps a reminder 

that it isn’t the size of a congregation that matters, but its willingness to listen to what God is saying 

and act on it. 

14- 22 Laodicea. Laodicea is the one church to which nothing specifically positive is said. This is 

possibly the most well-known of the letters. It is the Laodiceans who are described as lukewarm, but 

also who are encouraged to change their ways and let Christ into their community, as illustrated by 

the painter Holman Hunt (https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-light-of-the-world-230132#) It’s 

https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-light-of-the-world-230132


also this letter which gives us the clearest evidence that John knew the churches and the culture in 

which they lived well, as Laodicea was known for both eye ointment and high quality wool cloth 

(verse 18).  All 7 letters address the issue of living a faithful Christian life in the world, in the context 

in which the individual churches find themselves- which might be a bit of a surprise! 

These letters contain encouragement for the particular congregation as well as, in 5 of them, 

criticisms. Do we find it easier to see the faults of individual Christians and of congregations, rather 

than the positives and are we quicker to criticise than to encourage? How can we bring a message of 

encouragement to each other without ignoring important areas for improvement in the life of the 

church? 

Wednesday 4th Revelation 4  

Chapter 4 begins a series of visions, of heaven and of the end time.  

1-11 John is given a vision of the worship of God in heaven, which is full of references to the Old 

Testament. Verse 11 reminds us that true worship involves acknowledging God as the Creator of all 

things. 

Does the way we treat creation show that we realise that this is part of our worship? 

Thursday 5th Revelation 5  

1-5 The vision of heaven continues, again with many Old Testament references. John sees a sealed 

scroll in the hand of God, which initially has no one worthy to open it. This distresses John, but he is 

reassured that the Lion of Judah is worthy.   

6-14 But it is a lamb who comes forward and receives the scroll, and a song tells us why the lamb is 

worthy- it is because his death bought the redemption of people of every race on earth. This is 

difficult stuff, partly, perhaps, because we come from a tradition which generally uses very little 

imagery. But we can take away from this chapter the magnificence of the worship, and the honour 

given to God and to the lamb. We might also note that the whole creation joins in worship at the 

end of this chapter. As we come to the end of reading through the New Testament in a Year, do you 

have a sense of how knowing the scriptures as a whole better helps you to understand individual 

passages more fully? 

Friday 6th Revelation 6 

1-7  The Lamb breaks 6 of the 7 seals with which the scroll is sealed, one at a time. When the first 

four seals are broken there emerge in turn 4 riders on horseback (often referred to as the four 

horsemen of the apocalypse)   

9-11 When the lamb breaks the 5th seal, john sees the souls of those who have died for their faith, 

who cry out for vindication 

12-17 The sixth seal is broken and those who are rich and powerful hide themselves from God’s 

presence. 

The violence and destruction in these passages is hard to take; but the appeal of the martyrs for 

vindication, and the promise that they will not have to wait long should remind us, that God is a God 

of Justice, who hears the cry of those who are oppressed. Commentaries on Revelation seem to 

agree that Revelation is an immensely practical warning of the way in which human activities and 

the future of the universe are inextricable. What should our response be as we reflect on both these 

verses and the recent extremes of weather?   

 

 

 

  



 


